Corrections Division
Policy and Procedure Manual
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office

2203.00

Index as:
Failure, Power
Power Failure

Reviewed: 11/1992
Revised: 10/2004
Reviewed: 05/08
Revised: 08/10
Revised: 11/19
______________________________ POWER FAILURE _______________________________
I.

POLICY: Security and control of inmates will be maintained during a power failure and
every effort will be made to ensure the safety of visitors, staff, and inmates.

II.

DEFINITION
A.

III.

POWER FAILURE - Any loss or break in electrical service.

GENERAL INFORMATION
A.

Emergency Power Generator
1.
2.

In the event of a power shortage or failure, the emergency power generator
will activate automatically restoring all or partial power.
The emergency generator for Building One powers the entire building.
a.

3.

The emergency generator for Building Two will provide minimum
lighting throughout the building and power all doors, fire and smoke
alarms, monitors, intercoms, and partial power to the kitchen. This
generator also powers Inmate Services, the Emergency Operations Center,
Donovan Room and the Detectives Bureau.
a.

IV.

The emergency power generator is located inside the perimeter
fence immediately north of "A" Module for Building One

Building Two's emergency power generator is located north of
receiving door to back of kitchen area.

PROCEDURE
A.

During a power failure, it will be the discretion of the Facility Supervisor to
initiate a lockdown of the facility and require all inmates to return to their
assigned cells/dormitories.

B.

The Facility Supervisor will attempt to ascertain the cause of the power failure;
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i.e., on-site electrical problem and/or off-site electrical problem. This information
shall be reported to maintenance personnel, if known.
C.

In the event the power failure is due to an on-site electrical problem that has
occurred after hours, the Facility Supervisor or designee will immediately notify
on-call maintenance staff.
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